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The A2J Directory for Nova Scotia: Mapping Access to Justice Initiatives
The access to justice challenge in Nova Scotia is complex and diverse, intersecting with many
systems and interacting with various pieces of the justice system. In response to these challenges,
innovative projects and initiatives have sought to bridge identified gaps and increase services,
recognizing that the solutions must be as diverse as the issues themselves. These access to justice
initiatives can be categorized into issue areas: Family Law, Civil Justice, Mental Health, and
Racialized Groups.
In order to understand what will be needed to address the access to justice topics raised by users
in the #TalkJustice research, it is important to first set out the A2J landscape in Nova Scotia.
The following sections will set out the access to justice innovations being developed related to
each A2J Issue Area. We have also included an “other” category for those innovations that are
important additions to the A2J landscape but do not fit easily into one of the areas below.

Family Law

Informational Resources and Training Programs
i.

Family Law Nova Scotia
• The Family Law Nova Scotia information website was launched in May 2012. It is a
collaborative initiative with the judiciary, the Department of Justice Court Services
Division, the Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society and Nova Scotia Legal Aid. The initiative
is meant to help people better understand their family law issues and provide them
with tools to help solve their problems.
• Family Law Nova Scotia has developed numerous videos, workbooks and resources
targeted at the self-represented in the family law realm. These include a Parent
Information Program and Online Intake for both applicants and respondents; a goingto-court workbook; an administrative recalculation program; and an assisted dispute
resolution service on incoming Interjurisdictional Support Orders Act files.
• In support of Family Law Nova Scotia’s informational portal, the Access to Justice
Coordinating Committee assisted in the development of a series of video tutorials for
people going through the divorce process, and also helped created a video and
accompanying information booklet on child protection, which have been translated
into French and Mi’kmaq
• Family Law Nova Scotia operates two Family Law Information Program Centres (FLIP
Centres) located in Halifax and Sydney at the Supreme Court Family Divisions. The
FLIP Centres offer general family law information about court processes, legal topics,
and court services, offer family law information sessions, make appropriate referrals
to community agencies and programs, offer computer access for filling out court
documents. Both FLIP Centres also offer information sessions on family law topics,
like filing for divorce.

§

Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia
• In 2008, the Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia published Safely On Your Way:
Child Custody and Access Information for Women Leaving Abusive Relationships
and Their Service Providers. Subsequently, the Society produced an online
educational tool entitled Safely On Your Way: Post-separation Abuse.
• The Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia (LISNS) partnered with community
organizations that provide support to clients who are dealing with family law issues
and are self-represented and in need of help. LISNS has developed training materials
for volunteers and service providers to provide assistance through family law legal
information and also provide support through their Family Legal Information
Navigator Project.
• With the support of Mount Saint Vincent University’s Nova Scotia Centre on Aging,
the Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia produced It’s in Your Hands: Legal
Information for Seniors and their Families, a booklet and website with information
about Abuse of Older Adults; Adult Capacity and Representative Decision-making;
Dating and New Relationships; Funeral Pre-Planning; Grandparents’ Rights; Health
Care Treatment and Consent; Powers of Attorney; Public Trustee; Scams, Identity
Theft and Other Fraud; and Wills.

§

Nova Scotia Courts
• In 2017, the Nova Scotia Courts developed a guide to help those ineligible for Legal
Aid to apply for state-funded counsel in their Child Protection appeals.

§

Nova Scotia Department of Justice
• [NOTE: NO LONGER OPERATIONAL] In 2014, the Nova Scotia Department of
Justice offered a High Conflict Information Program (HCIP) on a pilot basis in two
locations: Halifax and Sydney. Clients whose cases were deemed high conflict were
referred to the HCIP by court staff assessing their files, and referrals were also invited
from the Bench and Bar, and other interested stakeholders. Clients could also selfrefer to the HCIP. The program was presented in two 3-hour sessions, which focused
on information relevant to the needs of parents in high conflict, including:
appropriate/inappropriate behaviour; effective communication; disengagement from
the relationship/other party; and strategies on how to reduce conflict.

Summary Advice
• Provided by Nova Scotia Legal Aid, the Summary Advice Counsel is a lawyer who assists
people who need legal advice on a family law matter, but who do not have a lawyer. The
Summary Advice lawyer provides basic legal advice, free of charge, regardless of how
much you make or where you get your income. The Summary Advice Counsel helps people
get a better understanding of their legal rights and responsibilities by giving basic
information about legal terms, how to start or respond to a court application, court
processes, legal documents, and other aspects of family law. The Summary Advice lawyer
can give advice on child custody and access, child and spousal support, property division,

divorce, and most other family law matters and court processes, but does not provide
advice to parents involved in child protection matters, or for matters involving Mi’kmaq
Family Services. This service is available in Halifax, Sydney, Ingonish (via video
conference), Port Hawkesbury, Pictou, Antigonish, Amherst and Truro.
• As of May 1, 2018, members of the public can chat privately with a lawyer about issues
related to family law (e.g., Divorce, Parenting, Child Support, Child Protection) through
NS Legal Aid's new online chat.

Events
• Chief Justices and judges of the Supreme Court (Family Division) travelled to Membertou
in June 2016 to hear from Mi’kmaq leaders about the challenges facing Mi’kmaq
communities in Cape Breton, particularly in child protection. The meeting was the first of
its kind in Nova Scotia, arranged by Associate Chief Justice Lawrence O’Neil in response
to the TRC Calls to Action, as well as some alarming trends he noticed while presiding over
Family Division matters in Sydney. Similar meetings involving Indigenous leaders and
judges were held in Millbrook in September 2016 and again at the Mi’kmaq Native
Friendship Centre in Halifax in March 2018.

Specialty Court Programs
• The Domestic Violence Court Program was first piloted in Provincial Court in Sydney in
2012. The program is now permanent in Sydney and was expanded to the Halifax Regional
Municipality in February 2018. Its goal is to stop the cycle of domestic abuse by offering
families affected by domestic violence early access to programs. This specialized court was
guided by the knowledge and expertise of representatives from community organizations
that serve diverse populations in Nova Scotia.

Other Initiatives and Services
• In 2015, the IWK Health Centre in Halifax partnered with the Legal Information Society
of Nova Scotia and law firm McInnes Cooper to establish the IWK Family Legal Health
Program, a medical-legal partnership to address legal problems that affect a patient’s
health or a family’s ability to care for a patient. The program provides free legal assistance
to eligible IWK patients and their families in areas not covered by Nova Scotia Legal Aid,
such as labour and employment issues, immigration law, tax issues, and access to
government programs.

Civil Justice

Informational Resources and Training Programs
i.

Dalhousie Legal Aid
• Dalhousie Legal Aid offers a number of informational resources on poverty law
matters, including a Tenants Rights Guide, a Welfare Rights Guide, and a Low Income
Guide for Nova Scotia Power.
• Dalhousie Legal Aid also operates the Tenants Rights Phone Line, which is manned
weekday evenings (Monday to Thursday) by students through Pro Bono Dalhousie
who provide legal information to the public regarding landlord and tenant matters.
• [NOTE: NO LONGER OPERATIONAL] In 2014, Dalhousie Legal Aid offered the Legal
Education for Advocates Project, a public legal education project of Dalhousie Legal
Aid Service (DLAS) which aimed to build the legal knowledge and advocacy skills of
lay advocates who work with low income Nova Scotians. Through workshops, online
information and skills training, lay advocates learned about the law and about effective
ways to help low income Nova Scotians who are facing legal problems, with a particular
emphasis on poverty law. The core of the LEAP curriculum was focused on Income
Assistance and Residential Tenancies. LEAP workshops were offered in Amherst,
Antigonish, Halifax, Kentville, Shelburne, Sydney, and Yarmouth.

ii. Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia
• The Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia hosts a Small Claims Court App on their
website, which is designed to provide self represented litigants the guidance and
support to be able to prepare for and navigate the court process. The Society also offers
a Wills App on their website to help individuals gather the information needed to
prepare a will in Nova Scotia.
• The Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia offers a Mediator Referral Service, which
can help put you in touch with a low-cost mediator to see if mediation is right for the
situation you are facing.
iii. Nova Scotia Courts

• The Nova Scotia Courts website offers video tutorials and other useful resources for
self-represented litigants, which the Judiciary, court staff and members of the Bar
helped develop. These include videos on how to file a civil appeal, how to prepare an
appeal book, as well as written guides to walk litigants through various court
processes.
• The Nova Scotia Courts offer free weekly legal clinics for people who are planning to
take their legal problems to court, have already started a legal action, or are already in
court but have little or no experience with the court process. Clinics are not “needsbased” as there is no income requirement to qualify for services. The clinics provides
legal information and advice for people representing themselves on civil law matters
before the Nova Scotia Supreme Court or the Court of Appeal, as well as family law
matters going before the Court of Appeal, with the exception of child protection
appeals. The clinic can provide you with general information on the Civil Procedure
Rules and courtroom etiquette; coach you on how to complete court forms; coach you
to be able to identify legal issues; coach you to identify strengths and weaknesses in
your case; and provide basic legal advice based on the information you provide. Private
one-hour sessions with a volunteer practicing lawyer and a law student are also
available by appointment during the clinic’s scheduled hours of operation. Clinics are
currently offered in Halifax, Yarmouth, Sydney, and Truro.
iv. reachAbility
• reachAbility, a not-for-profit organization that provides supportive and accessible
programs that build capacity for inclusion for all Nova Scotians, offers the Community
Outreach Initiative, a free, one-hour information session on a legal topic relevant to
persons with disabilities. Past topics have included: Navigating the Canada Pension
Plan; Arranging powers of attorney; Understanding disability and employment;
Understanding accommodation rights; Handling landlord and tenant issues; and
Writing a will
• In partnership with the Halifax YMCA and Dalhousie University Pro Bono students,
reachABILITY provides support to individuals who are having difficulty filling out
important court forms.

Summary Advice
v. Nova Scotia Legal Aid
• Nova Scotia Legal Aid offers an online service where members of the public can chat
privately with a lawyer about issues related to social justice (e.g., Income Assistance,
CPP Disability, Landlord problems, EI Benefits)
• Nova Scotia Legal Aid offers a walk-in clinic offering free legal information and
summary advice in the areas of Family Law, Criminal Law (including Youth Criminal
and Social Justice – i.e. school board suspensions), CPP Disability, Income Assistance,
Housing grants, Landlord/tenant disputes, for Spryfield residents at the Chebucto
Connections office, every second Friday.

• Nova Scotia Legal Aid provides in-office summary legal advice to anyone between the
ages of 12 to 17 on social justice issues, regardless of income. These include: Tickets
(e.g., Motor Vehicle Act, Protection of Property Act, Liquor Control Act, Off-Highway
Vehicles Act tickets); School level or school board issues; Housing; License
suspensions; Youth Ombudsman, Department of Community Services or Children and
Family Services Act cases where you are a party or have a court date; Protection of
Property Act notices where you are prevented from accessing services; and Family
court disputes between your parents or guardians where you have questions or want a
voice.
vi. reachAbility
• reachABILITY offers a Legal Referral Service connecting people with disabilities to a
volunteer lawyer for a free one-hour consultation
vii. Nova Scotia Department of Justice
• The Nova Scotia Department of Justice funds the Legal Advice for Sexual Assault
Survivors Program. It provides up to four hours of free, independent legal advice for
sexual assault survivors who are 16 years of age or older, e, divided into two two-hour
certificates. You do not have to report to police or take legal action if you use this
service. Registration is done through an independent agency (Nova Scotia 211).
• Beginning in 2019, the Nova Scotia Department of Justice complainants will now have
access to free, independent legal counsel when an application is made to have details
of their sex lives be considered as evidence in criminal court. This is an expansion of
an existing program that provides complainants legal counsel when it comes to details
of their medical and therapeutic records.

Events
• For years, the Nova Scotia Branch of the Canadian Bar Association has presented an
afternoon of free events every April to celebrate Law Day. This is a national event marking
the signing of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and an occasion for the
public to learn about the law, the legal profession, and the legal institutions that form the
cornerstones of Canadian democracy. In 2017, the events included an interactive Q&A
session with Chief Justice MacDonald, former Minister of Justice Diana Whalen, and
Dennis James Q.C., former President of CBA-NS. The session provided visitors an
opportunity to ask questions in person at the Law Courts or electronically via Twitter. The
whole exchange was live webcast on the Courts of Nova Scotia website and the archived
video is available online.

Other Initiatives and Services
• Pro Bono Dalhousie at the Schulich School of Law offers the Wills Project, which allows
low income seniors to meet with a lawyer to get a will, power of attorney, or personal
directive done. To be eligible you should have no real property (you do not own your
home), have a yearly income less than $25,000, assets less than $65,000, and should be
65 years of age or older.

• Through Service Nova Scotia, the Residential Tenancies program helps landlords and
tenants understand their rights, and exercise those rights when necessary. They offer a
range of services, including dispute resolution, residential tenancies forms and
information booklets for both landlords and tenants.
• Service Nova Scotia also offers information about condominium ownership, how
condominium corporations are operated, what costs are involved in condominium
ownership, and what to watch for when buying a new or existing condominium. They
operate the Condominium dispute resolution program to resolve disputes between
condominium owners and condominium corporations.

Mental Health and Wellness

Informational Resources and Training Programs
• In 2018-2019, with support from the Law Foundation of Nova Scotia, the Halifax Area
Network of Drug Using People (HANDUP) established a network of peer-based legal
navigators to provide peer support, information, and connection to resources to reduce
criminality and improve health practices.
• In 2018-2019, with support from the Law Foundation of Nova Scotia, Mainline Needle
Exchange developed a legal education program for drug users and service providers. They
also provided legal assistance for drug users in court and correctional institutions across
the province.

Specialty Court Programs
• As of August 1, 2018, there are eight official wellness court programs and two pilot
programs operating in the province (note: the two First Nations wellness court programs
are listed below in section 3: “Racialized Groups”). The success and increasing prevalence
of these Courts is due largely to the leadership of the Judiciary, the dedication of justice
system partners like Nova Scotia Legal Aid and the Nova Scotia Public Prosecution
Service, and funding and court administration from the Department of Justice.
• Nova Scotia Mental Health Court Program, launched in 2009, monitors and supports
offenders who have committed a crime in the Halifax Regional Municipality and have a
recognized serious and persistent mental illness. Their mental illness must be
substantially connected to the offence. Participants are recommended by a team of

professionals, including a nurse, two social workers, a forensic psychologist, an addictions
worker, a probation officer, a Crown Attorney, a Legal Aid lawyer, and a Provincial Court
Judge.
• Court Monitored Drug Treatment Program (Dartmouth): Launched in 2015 under the
umbrella of the Nova Scotia Mental Health Court Program, this program liaises with the
Nova Scotia Health Authority’s Opioid Treatment Program in Dartmouth to monitor and
support people with opioid addictions who commit crimes based on their addictions.
• Judicial Monitoring Program: Launched in 2016 under the umbrella of the Nova Scotia
Mental Health Court Program, this is for those offenders who do not have a formal mental
health diagnosis but have suffered trauma due to race, ethnicity, and/or abuse.
• Alcohol Pilot Program: Launched in 2017 in response to a gap in services and support for
some accused persons struggling with alcohol abuse who have come into conflict with the
law. This is a pilot project under the Court Monitored Drug Treatment Program in
Dartmouth. Participants have committed offences directly related to their alcohol
addiction and must meet all the other eligibility requirements that those with an opioid
addiction must meet. They must also secure a spot in a long-term residential care program
to be accepted into the court program.
• Wellness Court Program (Port Hawkesbury): Launched in 2012. Like most wellness
courts, this program involves a team of professionals that helps treat the issues
contributing to the individual coming into conflict with the law. Collaboration and creative
problem-solving are central; unlike the traditional adversarial approach of the regular
criminal courts, wellness court programs develop and administer a support plan that is
unique to the needs of each individual participant. The court team monitors the
individual’s progress while still holding them accountable for their crime and continually
assessing their potential risk to the public.
• Court Monitored Drug Treatment Program (Kentville): Launched in 2014, this court
program operates out of the Provincial Court in Kentville. Like the program in Dartmouth,
the court team consists of a case coordinator, a probation officer, a Crown Attorney, a
Legal Aid lawyer and a Provincial Court judge. Participants may also be represented by
private counsel.
• Court Monitored Mental Health Program (Kentville): Launched in 2014 as a pilot project.
This is now a permanent program thanks to the partnership of Access To Justice
Coordinating Committee (A2JCC) | FINAL REPORT 41 the judges presiding in Kentville,
the Department of Justice Court Services Division, the Nova Scotia Public Prosecution
Service, Nova Scotia Legal Aid, Community Corrections, and staff with Mental Health and
Addiction Services at the Nova Scotia Health Authority.
• Wellness Court Program (Amherst): Launched in 2015. Like other wellness courts in the
province, this program involves a team of professionals that helps treat the issues
contributing to the individual coming into conflict with the law.

• In 2017, a working group of more than 40 representatives was established to examine best
practices and provide advice and recommendations to leaders in the provincial healthcare and justice systems, to ensure a coordinated approach when implementing new
wellness court programs in Nova Scotia. The working group is chaired by the Chief Judge
of the Provincial and Family Courts.
Racialized Communities

Informational Resources and Training Programs
i.

African Nova Scotian and Indigenous Communities
• The Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq has a number of plain language public legal
education materials to help the Mi’kmaq understand their rights and responsibilities
under the law, including: Mi’kmaq Wills Package: For Nova Scotia Mi’kmaq,
Emergency Protection and Exclusive Occupation Orders, and Mi’kmaw Matrimonial
Real Property: A Guide for Bear River, Millbrook, Paqtnkek, Pictou Landing, and
Sipekne'katik
• In 2018, the Mi’kmaq Confederacy of PEI published Bringing Balance to the Scales of
Justice: Fulfilling Our Responsibility to Indigenous People involved in the Justice
System, a resource guide that provides a general introduction to justice issues for
people who work with Indigenous clients in the Atlantic Canadian justice system. The
first half of the guide focuses on an overview of the post-colonial experiences of
Indigenous people in Atlantic Canada, explores the reasons for Indigenous
overrepresentation in the justice system and reviews efforts to reduce this
overrepresentation. The second half provides insights into traditional Indigenous
views on justice and healing and outlines some of the common ceremonial practices
that can be successfully integrated into justice programs.
• The Equity & Access Office of NSBS is also working collaboratively with its Atlantic
region counterparts to share resources and information pertaining to concrete ways
that law societies can begin to address the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Call
to Action 27: “We call upon the Federation of Law Societies of Canada to ensure that
lawyers receive appropriate cultural competency training, which includes the history
and legacy of residential schools, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, Indigenous law, and Aboriginal–

Crown relations. This will require skills-based training in intercultural competency,
conflict resolution, human rights, and anti-racism.” This project involves the
development of education and training for articled clerks and lawyers on cultural
competency, residential schools, Indigenous law and the realities of racism and
discrimination.
• In 2016, Chief Justice MacDonald asked Justice Linda Lee Oland, a supernumerary
judge of the Nova Scotia Court of Appeal, to consider the issue of diversity on the Nova
Scotia benches. Her mandate was to identify appropriate initiatives the Judiciary may
undertake to encourage diversity, with a focus on Indigenous Black and Aboriginal
representation. Justice Oland consulted with judges, lawyers, academics and others in
the community, and came up with 11 recommendations that the Chief Justices have
accepted and implemented.
• One of the recommendations in Justice Oland’s report was to consider whether
judicial work shadowing by, and judicial mentoring for, racialized lawyers ought to be
instituted. The Chief Justices agreed this was a good idea and worked with the
Indigenous Blacks & Mi’kmaq Initiative at the Schulich School of Law to launch the
Judicial Mentorship Initiative for African Nova Scotian and Indigenous lawyers. More
than 60 Nova Scotia judges volunteered to be mentors and the first six applicants
began their mentoring terms in January 2018. The second round of mentorships will
begin in early 2019.

Newcomer Communities
• In 2018-2019, with support from the Law Foundation of Nova Scotia, the Halifax
Refugee Clinic developed a series of workshops led by legal experts, which were geared
towards lawyers and other quasi-legal or front line workers with immigrant client
populations. Videos of key training concepts and a multi-lingual volunteer counsel
manual refugee legal matters were also created.
• The Immigrant Services Association of Nova Scotia hosts a free Legal Information
Series together with Partners for Legal Education, which covers topics including:
Wills, Estates, and Adult Capacity; Becoming a Canadian Citizen; Family Law; and
Family Violence Law
• The Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia recently engaged in a 10-month project
to develop resources intended to raise awareness about domestic violence law and
resources for newcomers to the province

Events
• Council in the Community: The Council of the Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society is
responsible for governance and regulation of the legal profession in the public interest. As
part of its Council in the Community initiative, Council members and Barristers’ Society
staff held their September 2018 meeting at the Millbrook Community Centre. At the
meeting, the Society reaffirmed its commitment to reconciliation with the Indigenous
community. It was also an opportunity for community members, Mi’kmaq and other
Indigenous lawyers practicing in Nova Scotia to get involved with the Society’s work to
respond to the calls to action outlined in the report of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.

• On June 7-8, 2018, about 45 judges from the Nova Scotia Courts visited the Black Cultural
Centre in Cherry Brook for an event entitled “Broadening Our Horizons: Understanding
African Nova Scotian Access to Justice.” Judges came to listen and learn from legal experts
and community leaders about the challenges facing the African Nova Scotian community,
particularly in the context of the justice system. The conference began with a session for
judges only, led by Kimberly Papillon, Esq., an internationally recognized expert on
medical, legal and judicial decision-making. Ms. Papillon focused on how emerging
research in neuroscience can help decision-makers better understand the effects
unconscious processes can have on legal decision-making. Other sessions engaged both
judges and community leaders, and looked at African Nova Scotian history and related
contemporary legal issues, the distinct cultural context and needs of African Nova Scotian
families and children, and the unique concerns that can arise when working with African
Nova Scotians in the criminal justice system.
• Pardon of Grand Chief Sylliboy: On February 16, 2017, the Nova Scotia Premier granted a
posthumous pardon to Gabriel Sylliboy, a late grand chief of the Mi’kmaq, remembered
for defending his people’s right to hunt and fish. Grand Chief Sylliboy was 44 years old
when he was arrested in 1927 and convicted under the Lands and Forests Act for hunting
muskrat and possessing pelts out of season. He faced racism and discrimination
throughout his court challenge. In 1985, the Supreme Court of Canada overturned the
Sylliboy decision. The Court stated then that “...the language used... reflects the biases and
prejudice of another era in our history. Such language is no longer acceptable.” This is only
the second time a free pardon and apology has been posthumously granted in Nova Scotia.
The first was for Viola Desmond in 2010.

Specialty Court Programs
• Gladue Court Program (Wagmatcook First Nation): Launched in 2018. This court
program incorporates Indigenous restorative justice traditions and customs, and includes
extensive community input. Right now, only Indigenous accused seeking bail, or awaiting
sentencing in Wagmatcook and We’koqma’q First Nations are eligible for this program.
• Healing to Wellness Court Program (Wagmatcook First Nation): Launched in 2018. This
Court is dedicated to Indigenous offenders who plead guilty or accept responsibility for
their actions, and are at a high risk to reoffend. This court program looks at the underlying
factors that contribute to the person coming into conflict with the law. The sentencing
process is delayed approximately 12-24 months to allow time for the offender to proceed
through this healing plan.
• The Sydney court has a satellite courthouse on the Eskasoni First Nation

Other Initiatives and Services
ii. African Nova Scotian and Indigenous Communities
• The Mi’kmaq Legal Support Network provides legal and victim support services to
Indigenous people in Nova Scotia, particularly through the Mi’kmaw Court Worker
Program and the Mi’kmaw Customary Law Program.
• For the former residents of the Nova Scotia Home for Colored Children, access to
justice means more than just uncovering facts and laying blame. That is why when the
province was asked to examine the history of the Home, it chose to take a restorative
approach, rather than holding a traditional public inquiry. The restorative inquiry
aims to reveal and address part of the harmful legacy of racism in Nova Scotia by
examining the Home and the experiences of its former residents. It recognizes that we
need a process shaped by restorative principles that do no further harm, includes all
voices and seeks to build healthy and just relationships so we can treat each other more
justly and equitably in the future.
• Through its Aboriginal Justice Initiative, Nova Scotia Legal Aid offers services to
Aboriginal peoples and communities, both on and off reserve. Outreach services in and
near Aboriginal communities is offered in Indian Brook, Paq'tnkek, Wagmatcook,
We'koqma'q, Potlokek, Eskasoni. Outreach is also provided at the Mi'kmaw Native
Friendship Centre in Halifax. Aboriginal lawyers are available in Dartmouth, Windsor,
Sydney, Millbrook, Bridgewater, and Yarmouth.
• In October 2017, RCMP detachments across Nova Scotia began providing Indigenous
victims, suspects and police officers with the option to swear legal oaths on a sacred
eagle feather. On Nov. 8, 2018, the Nova Scotia Courts announced a similar initiative
for courthouses across the province. The feather will be used in the courtroom the
same way the Bible, the Koran or an affirmation is used. Those testifying or signing
statements would hold their hand on the feather while swearing an oath to tell the
truth. This helps introduce the Mi’kmaq culture into the traditional justice system, and
will provide a more inclusive and relevant system for Indigenous peoples.
iii. Newcomer Communities

• The Halifax Refugee Clinic is a non-profit, non-government organization serving
refugee claimants, refugees and people in need of protection in Nova Scotia. They
provide free legal and settlement services to people who cannot afford the services of
private legal counsel.
• The Immigrant Services Association of Nova Scotia (ISANS) is able to refer clients to
outreach legal services offered at ISANS by: Nova Scotia Legal Aid (family and social
justice, including income assistance, tenant rights, CPP, EI); Dalhousie’s Schulich
School of Law Pro Bono (immigration applications); and McInnes Cooper (business
law services).
• The Salvation Army Spryfield Community Church & Family Resource Centre offers the
Atlantic Refugee and Immigrant Services Project, which provides services to refugees
and immigrants who cannot afford a lawyer. They offer help with the immigration
process, including help with applications for Citizenship, Family Class Sponsorship,
Permanent Residence, Travel Documents and, occasionally, Temporary Resident
Permits. They also provide assistance with finding temporary shelter, scheduling
medical appointments, and more.
• The Equity & Access Office of the Nova Scotia Barristers Society provides in-person
cultural competence training to a wide variety of audiences including articled clerks,
law students and attendees of multiple conferences, including one that addressed the
needs of survivors of sexualized violence.
• In collaboration with Library & Information Services, the Equity & Access Office at
NSBS maintains a resource portal for lawyers and law firms seeking guidance on issues
of employment equity and cultural competence. The portal gathers online toolkits,
training and information materials, and relevant items from the Barristers’ Library.
Included on the portal is an evolving cultural competence video series. These short
videos cover a wide range of cultural competence topics, both general (“Why Cultural
Competency?”) and specific (“Trauma-Informed Lawyering for Sexual Assault
Victims”).
Other

Informational Resources and Training Programs
i.

Prison Law
• The Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies has published two informational
resources for female prisoners in the province: Human Rights in Action: A Handbook
for Women in Provincial Jails in Nova Scotia and Human Rights in Action: A
Handbook for Women Serving Federal Sentences
• In collaboration with the Elizabeth Fry Society of Mainland Nova Scotia and the
Elizabeth Fry Society of Cape Breton, the East Coast Prison Justice Society published
Habeas Corpus in Nova Scotia: An Accessible Guide, an informational resource to
support prisoners in the province with self-representing on Habeas Corpus
applications

• In 2018-2019, with support from the Law Foundation of Nova Scotia, the Elizabeth
Fry Society of Mainland Nova Scotia and the Elizabeth Fry Society of Cape Breton

developed the Prison Law Advocacy Pilot Project. The project offers legal information
and training session for lawyers, law students and non-legally trained advocates
interested in learning about and delivering prison law services for incarcerated Nova
Scotians. These sessions included Prison Law and Advocacy 101, Parole, Institutional
Charges, and Habeas Corpus.
ii. Youth
• The Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia recently engaged in a project entitled
“Raising awareness of consent laws and privacy issues among youth,” which aimed to
identify key issues and barriers to understanding among youth on the issues of consent
and privacy and the best method to develop information so that it is accessible,
sustainable and appealing to youth. The Society conducted consultations in five areas
of the province with key stakeholders, as well as with legal information colleague
organizations in the other Atlantic provinces, and produced a report outlining findings
and recommendations.
• The Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia has also developed a budget calculator
for young people under the age of 25 to assist them with thinking about the financial
implications of decisions they will be making which also have legal implications. This
includes decisions around renting an apartment, purchasing a car, getting a loan,
credit cards, online transactions.
iii. Other
• In 2018-2019, with support from the Law Foundation of Nova Scotia, the Antigonish
Women’s Resource Centre developed “Justice Matters for Women,” a rural outreach
program providing law-related information and resources to support women and
adolescent girls in Antigonish and Guysborough Counties and the Strait area in making
informed decisions. The program is of particular importance to women of
Guysborough County as one two lawyers practice law within this large geographical
area.
• The Artists’ Legal Information Society provides legal information, workshops and
library resources to emerging artists of all types.
• Acces Justice Access is a bilingual legal information centre operated by the Association
des juristes d'expression française de la Nouvelle-Écosse that offers free and
confidential services across Nova Scotia.
• In 2018-2019, with support from the Law Foundation of Nova Scotia, Avalon Sexual
Assault Centre provided sexual assault legal information and education to its clients,
offered professional training workshops, support services and undertook policy
development aimed at improving the criminal justice process for victims of sexual
violence.
• In 2018-2019, with support from the Law Foundation of Nova Scotia, the King’s
County Seniors’ Safety Program provided legal, safety and security information on an
individual and group basis to seniors in King’s County.

• In 2017, in collaboration with the Youth Project, the Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society
published Guidelines for Lawyers: Supporting Trans* & Gender-variant Clients,
Colleagues & Employees.

Summary Advice
• Through its Prison Law Initiative, Nova Scotia Legal Aid provides summary advice for
prisoners in the province on matters under the Corrections and Conditional Release Act
and Corrections and Conditional Release Regulations (i.e., regarding Disciplinary
Hearings), as well as summary advice to assist with Parole Hearings, Detention Hearings,
Habeas Corpus applications, and other prison law matters.

Events
• Thursday, August 17, 2017, was Spread the Love Day, an annual event put on by members
of the Mulgrave Park Phoenix Youth and Community Centre in north-end Halifax. The
Honourable Michael MacDonald, Chief Justice of Nova Scotia, welcomed more than 30
young people and volunteers to the Law Courts to visit a courtroom and learn about the
legal system. The visit is a positive way to introduce young people to the Courts, and
encourage those interested to pursue a legal career helping people.

Other Initiatives and Services
•

Criminal Law
• The Coverdale Courtwork Society provides women information and support as they
appear before Provincial Courts. Courtworkers assist women appearing before the
Criminal Courts with information on the terminology and the process of criminal
proceedings, legal and community referrals, advocacy, as well as emotional support.
Coverdale also provides counselling and support at parole hearings and pre-release
planning for women.
• In 2017, the Courts asked the recipient of the Cowan Internship to research the issue
of ineffective counsel in prisoner appeals before the Nova Scotia Court of Appeal. The
resulting paper canvasses the challenges faced by self-represented prisoner
appellants, including consultation with the various players in the Nova Scotia process,
and provides practical recommendations on how the process may be improved,
including the idea of developing a mobile legal clinic model that could hold clinics for
prisoners.
• The Criminal Justice Transformation Group was established in 2014 as an action
group working toward transformational change in the criminal justice system in Nova
Scotia. Comprised of those who lead the various components of the criminal justice
system, the group's mandate is to work collaboratively in an effective and efficient
manner to ensure the criminal justice system in this province is strategic in bringing
forth positive change and accessible for all individuals. Improving case processing
times, increased use of videoconferencing, improved Crown case file management,
adult restorative justice initiatives, and electronic disclosure are just some areas
explored by the Group to make the system more efficient and effective.

• With support from students through Pro Bono Dalhousie, the Elizabeth Fry Society of
Mainland Nova Scotia operates a Record Suspension and Vital Statistics Form Filling
Clinic for people who either want to apply for a criminal record suspension or legally
change their vital statistics, such as their name or sex designation.
• In 2018-2019, with support from the Law Foundation of Nova Scotia, Stepping Stone
provided court support and assistance for current or former sex trade workers. It also
offered workshops for sex trade workers and the legal community, and engaged in a
variety of other community education projects.
ii. Other
• The Nova Scotia Rainbow Action Project (NSRAP) seeks equity, justice, and human
rights for 2SLGBTQIA+ (Two-Spirit, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and
Questioning, Intersex, Asexual & Aromantic) people in Nova Scotia. It works across
the province as a voice for people’s right to legal and social equity and continues to be
a strong advocate for the rights of the community it serves. NSRAP played a key role
in advocating for the rights of 2SLGBTQIA+ elders in long-term care. For transgender
and non-binary people, NSRAP was instrumental in advocating to have gender
confirming surgeries covered by MSI and to have gender markers reflected
appropriately on government ID. NSRAP has also participated in numerous human
rights cases involving same-sex discrimination, and was instrumental in bringing
marriage equality to Nova Scotians.
• Pro Bono Dalhousie at the Schulich School of Law is a local student organization with
a mandate to provide legal services without charge to organizations and individuals in
need across the Halifax Regional Municipality. It matches law student volunteers with
community organizations, firms, courts and tribunals under the supervision of
qualified lawyers or legal professionals. The students provide assistance in a range of
areas, including environmental law, sexual assault law, and prison law. This past year,
more than 180 law student volunteers completed placements with more than 40
organizations in the Halifax area. Some of these partnerships included the Halifax
Aboriginal Peoples Network, the Legal Information Society of Nova Scotia, Women’s
Legal Education and Action Fund, the Provincial Autism Centre, and the Nova Scotia
Supreme Court (Family Division).

